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Bu t to n in g  h i s  b l u e  f l a n n e l  sh i r t  h i s  e a r s  p e r ked  to  t h e  ch a n ge  o f  

s t o r i e s  o n  NPR .  Th e s e  d a y s  eve r y th in g  a b o u t  h e a l t h  g r a b b ed  h i s  
a t t en t i o n  a n d  th i s  p a r t i cu l a r  p i e c e  wa s  a b o u t  c a n ce r ,  n o t  h i s  t yp e ,  o r  
a n y  sp ec i f i c  t yp e ,  b u t  r a th e r  a b o u t  d o g s ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  a  La b  n a m ed  
Luc i l l e  b e i n g  t a ugh t  t o  sn i f f  o u t  t h e  d i s e a s e ’ s  un i que  sme l l .  W h e r e  a  
h um a n ’ s  n o se ,  Luc i l l e ’ s  t r a i n e r  wen t  o n ,  h a s  a b o u t  f i v e  m i l l i o n  s c en t  
r e c ep to r s ,  a  La b ’ s  h a s  fo r t y  t o  f i f t y  t imes  t h a t ,  wh i ch  ma ke s  i t  a b l e  t o  
d i s t i ngu i sh  be tween  hea l t h y  and  compr omi s ed  t i s s u e  up  to  a  hund r ed -
th o us a n d th  th e  t h i ckn e s s  o f  a  sh ee t  o f  p a p e r .   

“ I t  do e sn ’ t  a l a r m  me  to  t e l l  yo u  Luc i l l e  i s  a  b e t t e r  d e t e c to r  o f  t h e  
d i s e a s e  t h an  my  i n s t r umen t s , ”  a  doc to r  a t  t h e  Cen t e r  f o r  D i s e a s e  
C o n t r o l  s a i d .  “Th a t  m i gh t  n o t  b e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  f u tu r e ,  b u t  t h a t ’ s  
t h e  wa y  i t  i s  n o w .  W e ’ r e  s t i l l  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  h e r .  S h e ’ s  s t i l l  t e a ch i n g  u s . ”  

C a n i n e  c a n ce r  d e t e c t i o n .  P r e t t y  n i f t y  s t u f f .  H e  i m a g i n ed  a  l o n g  
co r r i d o r  o f  m ed i c a l  o f f i c e s  o ccup i ed  b y  t h e  m o s t  s en s i t i v e  sm e l l i n g  
b r e ed s ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  La b ,  b u t  t h e  Bea g l e ,  t h e  G e r m a n  S h o r th a i r  Po i n t e r ,  
a n d  b y  f a r  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h em  a l l ,  t h e  B l o o d h o un d .   

“Y o ur  p e t  ma y  kn o w  mor e  abou t  you r  he a l t h  t h an  you  do , ”  wa s  
h o w  th e  d o c to r  en d ed .   

A  m o m en t  l a t e r  t h e  s eg m en t  wa s  o v e r  a n d  th e  p r o g r a m  wa s  o n  to  
t h e  d r o ugh t  o u t  W es t .   

“ I  co u ld  h a ve  u s ed  Luc i l l e  a  y e a r  a go , ”  h e  t o l d  An n e .  Sh e  wa s  
a c r o s s  t h e  r o o m ,  a t  t h e  co m p u t e r .  “A c tua l l y ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s  a go .  
Th in k  o f  t h e  p a i n  sh e  co u ld  h a ve  s a ved  me  f r o m .  Da mn .”   

“Y o u ’ r e  s u r e  yo u  do n ’ t  wa n t  me  to  co me  w i th  yo u ?”  An n e  
sw ive l ed  i n  t h e  ch a i r .  “ I ’ d  l i k e  t o ,  t h a t ’ s  o n l y  i f  yo u  wa n t . ”  

H e  kn ew  sh e  m ea n t  i t .  Th a t  sh e ’ d  go  w i th  h i m  eve r y  o n e  o f  t h e s e  
n i gh t s .  S h e  wa s  b e i n g  s t r o n g .  S h e  wa s  b e i n g  h e l p fu l .  M o r e  h e l p fu l  t h a n  
h e  ex p ec t ed  a n yo n e  to  eve r  b e  fo r  h i m .  H e  wh o  n eve r  t h o ugh t  h e ’ d  n eed  
h e l p .  W h o  wo u l d  b e  a  c a n ce r  p a t i en t .   

“Na h ,  I ’m  f i n e .  O n l y  t en  mo r e  t o  go  a f t e r  t h i s .  Ten  mo r e  t imes  
g e t t i n g  my  a s s  f r i ed  and  th i s  s t a g e  i s  ove r . ”  

H e  p u l l ed  t h e  wo o l  swea t e r  o ve r  h i s  h e a d ,  go t  h i s  go o se  d o wn  
j a cke t  f r om the  c l o s e t ,  h i s  h a t  o f f  t h e  t ab l e  and  he  wa s  r e ady  t o  go .   

“W e ’ r e  s i x t y  p e r c en t  t h e r e .  Th a t ’ s  go o d ,  r i gh t ? ”  
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H e wen t  o ve r  a n d  k i s s ed  h e r .  “ I t ’ s  go o d . ”   
“Ta ke  a  t a x i  h o me . ”  
“ I ’ l l  b e  a l l  r i gh t . ”  
“ I  kn o w  yo u ’ l l  b e  a l l  r i gh t ,  b u t  yo u  n eed  to  s a ve  yo u r  en e r g y . ”  

 
 

O u t  o n  J a v a  S t r e e t  t h e  ch i l l y  D ecem b e r  a i r  g r e e t ed  h i m  a s  i f  h e ’ d  
en t e r ed  a n  i c eb o x .  Twen t y  d eg r e e s .  R a d i a t i o n  a n d  ch em o th e r a p y  p i l l s  
made  h im  su s c ep t i b l e  t o  t h e  co ld .  Th e  wo o l  h a t  a n d  do wn  j a cke t ,  n o t  
wo r n  fo r  y e a r s ,  we r e  two  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  h e  wa s  d o i n g  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  
h i m se l f .  A n n e  m a d e  d o ub l y  su r e  o f  t h a t .   

A t  C o u r t  S qua r e  h e  t r a n s f e r r ed  to  t h e  E  a n d  th en  to  t h e  6  a t  5 3 r d .  
H e  go t  o f f  a t  67 t h  S t r e e t ,  H un t e r  C o l l e g e ,  a n d  i n  f i v e  b l o ck s  h e  c a m e  to  
t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  M em o r i a l  H o sp i t a l .  H e  wen t  l e f t  o f f  t h e  e l e v a to r  a n d  
wa i t ed  b eh i n d  two  o th e r s  t o  g i v e  h i s  n a m e  to  t h e  m a n  b eh i n d  th e  d e sk ,  
a  so f t - sp o ken  ma n  w i th  a  g en e r o us  sm i l e .  A  f ew  t a p s  o n  th e  k e yb o a rd .  
“Y o u ’ r e  a l l  ch ecked  i n , ”  h e  s a i d .   

H e  kn ew  th e  r o u t i n e  a f t e r  t h a t .  U p  th e  e l ev a to r  two  f l o o r s  t o  h a ve  
h i s  b l o o d  wo r k  d o n e .  J u s t  a  p r i c k  o f  h i s  f o r e f i n ge r  t h i s  t i m e ,  en o ugh  o f  
t h e  r ed  s t u f f  f o r  t h e  s t a f f  t o  ch eck  h i s  wh i t e  c e l l  co un t .  F r o m  th e r e  i t  
wa s  do wn  th e  co r r i d o r  t o  t h e  wa i t i n g  a r e a  o u t s i d e  D r .  N i co l ’ s  o f f i c e .  
Twen t y  m in u t e s  l a t e r  h e  wa s  l ed  t o  a n  ex a m r o o m b y  a  yo un g  n u r s e .  
“Y o ur  wh i t e  c e l l  co un t  i s  go o d , ”  sh e  s a i d .  O n  th e  ex a m ch a i r  sh e  
ch ecked  h i s  b l o o d  p r e s su r e  a n d  l i s t en ed  to  h i s  b r e a th i n g .  N oth i n g  
un usua l .  A n d  i n  a  f ew  m in u t e s  Dr .  N i co l  c a me  i n .  Sh e  wa s  a b o u t  f o r t y ,  
w i th  b l o n d e -b r o wn  h a i r .  D i r e c t  a n d  e f f i c i en t .  

“ I  f e e l  f i n e  mo s t l y , ”  h e  s a i d .  “Fa t i gue  i s  a n  i s sue .  I ’m  s t i l l  l i v i n g  
my  l i f e .  J u s t  a  l i t t l e  s l owe r . ”  

I t  wa s  wha t  she  ex pec t ed  to  he a r .  W h a t  sh e ’ d  t o l d  h im  to  ex p ec t  
o n  h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t .  F a t i gue .  D i a r r h ea .  B l o o d  i n  h i s  s t o o l .   

Ba ck  do wn  i n  r a d i a t i o n  h e  wa i t ed  w i th  t h e  o th e r  f a m i l i a r  f a c e s ,  
p eo p l e  l i k e  h i m  i n  a  kn o t  t h ey  m i gh t  b e  a b l e  t o  l o o s en  a  wh i l e  b u t  
p e r h a p s  n eve r  un t i e .  Th o ugh  s t i l l  h o p i n g  b e t t e r  d a y s  we r e  a h ea d .  
Lo o k in g  a h ea d  to  t h a t  n ex t  b e s t  d a y .   

H e ’d  t a l k ed  to  a  f ew  o f  t h em .  Th e  guy  w i th  t h e  wh i t e  h a i r  s i t t i n g  
a t  t h e  f a r  en d  w i th  h i s  w i f e  h a d  p r o s t a t e  c a n ce r .  Fo r t y  even i n g s  o n  th e  
mach ine  fo r  h im .  “ I  wa s  unde r  t h e  kn i f e  s i x  hou r s .  Th a t  wa s , ”  t h e  ma n  
r a i s ed  h i s  e y e s  a s  h e  wen t  o u t  i n  s e a r ch  o f  t h e  n umb e r ,  “ s even  y e a r s  
a go . ”  

“Fo r  t h i s ? ”  
“S to ma ch . ”  
H e  ch ecked  o u t  h a l f  a  p a ge  o f  a d s  fo r  r un n i n g  sh o e s  i n  E S PN  

M a ga z in e  a s  h e  wa i t ed  fo r  t h e  c a l l  o f  h i s  n a me .  I t  c a me  a  sh o r t  wh i l e  
l a t e r .  “M r  Guzz i ,  yo u  c a n  ch a n ge . ”   

I n  t h e  l o cke r  r oom he  took  o f f  h i s  c l o the s  and  pu t  on  the  ho sp i t a l  
go wn .  Th en  h e  wa s  i n  t h e  r o o m w i th  t h e  g i a n t  ma ch in e  a n d  two  
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t e ch n i c i a n s  a n d  a  m ed i t a t i v e  p r o g r a m  o f  c l a s s i c a l  m us i c  p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  
b a ckg r o un d .  Be l l y  d o wn  o n  th e  t a b l e ,  h e  r e s t ed  h i s  h e a d  o n  th e  so f t  
cu sh i o n .  Th e  t e ch n i c i a n s  s e t  t h e  p l a s t i c  m o l d  o ve r  h i m  th a t  m a d e  su r e  
h e  wa s  i n  t h e  ex a c t  p o s i t i o n  a s  h i s  p r ev i o u s  t r e a tm en t s .  Th en  th ey  
sn a p p ed  th e  c l i p s  o n  e a ch  o f  t h e  s i d e s .  Lo cked  i n ,  t h e y  l e f t  h im  a l o n e  
a n d  wen t  o u t  t o  t h e  co n t r o l  r o o m .   

“W e ’ r e  go in g  t o  s t a r t  n o w ,”  a  f ema l e  vo i c e  so un ded  o u t .   
Th e  ma ch in e  r o t a t ed  t o  a  s i d e  p o s i t i o n  a n d  a  mo men t  l a t e r  t h e  

s t a c c a to ,  gun f i r e - l i k e  sound  s t a r t ed  up ,  t h e  h i gh - en e r gy  r a d i o a c t i v e  
b e a m s  t a r g e t i n g  h i s  t um o r .  A f t e r  a  m i n u t e  t h e  m a ch i n e  wen t  s i l en t ,  
swun g  to  a  h i gh e r  a n g l e  a n d  th e  b e a m b ega n  f i r i n g  a g a i n .  E ye s  c l o s ed ,  
h e  wen t  o u t  i n  s e a r ch  o f  so m e th i n g  p l e a s a n t  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  un t i l  t h e  
p r o g r a m m ed  r o t a t i o n  wa s  d o n e .  Bu t  h e  co u l d  o n l y  a n t i c i p a t e  i t s  en d ,  o f  
wa i t i n g  i t  o u t ,  o f  b e i n g  f r e ed  f r o m  th e  r e s t r a i n t .  W h en  th e  t um o r  
r o a s t i n g  wa s  o ve r  t h e  t e ch n i c i a n s  c a me  b a ck  i n .   

“Y o u  d id  a  go o d  j o b  to n i gh t , ”  t h e  l a dy  n a med  Peggy  t o l d  h im .  
“Y o u  d idn ’ t  mo ve  o n ce . ”  C lo s e s t  t o  h im  i n  a g e ,  sh e  d i d  much  o f  t h e  
t a l k i n g  d u r i n g  t h e s e  s e s s i o n s .  

“D idn ’ t  move ?  Now whe r e  c an  I  go  i n  t h i s ? ”   
“No wh e r e ,  a n d  th a t ’ s  t h e  wa y  we  l i k e  o u r  p a t i en t s . ”   
She  r e l e a s ed  th e  snap s ,  r emoved  the  mo ld  and  i t  wa s  t ime  fo r  h im  

to  g e t  b a ck  i n  h i s  c l o th e s .   
“S a me  s ch edu l e  n ex t  week ?”  h e  s a i d .  
“ I ’ d  s a y  t h e  s a me ,  b u t  yo u  b e t t e r  a s k  o u t  a t  t h e  d e sk  t o  m a ke  

su r e . ”  
“E n jo y  yo u r  weeken d . ”  
“Y o u  to o .  Y o u  n eed  th e  co up l e  o f  d a y s  o f f  a s  much  a s  I  do . ”   
“ I  n e ed  th e  r e s t  o f  my  l i f e  o f f  f r o m h e r e ,  b u t  do n ’ t  t a k e  t h a t  

p e r so n a l l y . ”  
“No  p r o b l em .  W e  do n ’ t . ”  

 
 

H e  wa s  o n  th e  6  a n d  th a t  s t a r t ed  h i m  b a ck  to wa r d  53 r d  a n d  th e  
h o use  o n  J a v a  S t r e e t  a n d  A n n e  a n d  th e  d i n n e r  sh e ’ d  co o ked  a n d  th e  
f u to n  co uch  h e ’ d  b een  sp en d in g  much  o f  h i s  t ime  s t r e t ch ed  o u t  o n  
r e a d in g ,  s u r f i n g  h i s  i P a d ,  a n d  o n  o cc a s i o n  c l o s i n g  h i s  e y e s  a n d  l e t t i n g  
h i s  m i n d  wa n d e r  a n ywh e r e  i t  wa n t ed  to  go  w i th o u t  h i s  w i l l  p l a y i n g  t h e  
r o l e  o f  d i r e c to r .  O n e  o f  t h e  p l a c e s  i t  k ep t  r e t u r n in g  t o  wa s  t h e  
C a m b r i d ge  c a f é  n a m ed  O p us  4  t h a t  wa s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  co m p a n y  h e  wo r ked  
fo r  wh en  h e  wa s  yo un g  a n d  s i n g l e  a n d  g e t t i n g  a r o un d .   
 
 

O p us  4  wa s  a  s t o r e f r o n t  b e tween  a  p h a r m a cy  a n d  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  
a g en cy .  O n e  fo o d  p r ep a r e r / b a r i s t a  b eh i n d  th e  g l a s s  d i sp l a y  a n d  o n e  
wa i t r e s s  t en d i n g  t h e  d o z en  t a b l e s ,  a  f un ky ,  a r t y  a tm o sp h e r e .  H i s  
f a vo r i t e  wa i t r e s s  wa s  t h e r e  Tue sda y  t h r o ugh  F r i d a y ,  h e ’ d  n o t ed  a f t e r  a  
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f ew  week s .  A  p r e t t y  wa i t r e s s  n e a r  h i s  a g e .  N o t  t h e  m o s t  ch a t t y  wa i t r e s s  
h e ’ d  b een  s e r ved  b y .  Th o ugh  n o t  t h e  k i n d  th a t  k ep t  a  f r o z en  sm i l e  
p l a s t e r ed  o n  h e r  f a c e  o r  t r e a t ed  h i m  l i k e  a  n u i s a n ce  i n s t e a d  o f  a  p a y i n g  
cu s to m er  e i t h e r .  Bu t  o n e  wh o  go t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  a  cup  o f  co f f e e  a n d  a  
mea t - a n d - ch ee s e  s a n d w i ch  o r  a  G r eek  s a l a d  o u t  t h e  wa y  w i th  m a x i m um  
e f f i c i en cy  a n d  en o ugh  p e r so n a l i t y  t o  en su r e  twen t y  p e r c en t  a b o ve  t h e  
b i l l ’ s  t o t a l .  I t  b e c a m e  a  p o i n t  o f  h i s  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  h e r  t o  ex p o se  m o r e  o f  
t h a t  p e r so n a l i t y .  Th o se  f i r s t  f ew  m o n th s  sh e  g a ve  l i t t l e  s i gn  sh e  wa n t ed  
to  ex t en d  th a t  o u t  t o  h i m .   

“W h a t ’ s  t h e  s e c r e t  t o  yo u r  s a l a d s ? ”  h e  a sked  o n e  n i gh t  b e fo r e  sh e  
wa s  o f f  t o  t h e  co un t e r  w i th  h i s  o r d e r .  “Th ey ’ r e  f a n t a s t i c .  N eve r  h a d  a  
b e t t e r  o n e . ”  

“Neve r ? ”  
“No t  r e a l l y . ”  
“Y o u  n eed  to  g e t  o u t  mo r e . ”  
“Th a t ’ s  f o r  s u r e . ”  
“O n e  Gr eek  s a l a d  a n d  a  F r en ch  r o a s t  co m in g  up . ”  
Fo r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h a t  n i gh t  h e  t r i ed  t o  c a t ch  h e r  e y e  wh en  sh e  wa s  

w i th  h e r  o th e r  cu s to m er s .  Bu t  i f  s h e  kn ew  h e  wa s  s c r u t i n i z i n g  h e r  sh e  
g a ve  n o  s i gn  o f  a n y th in g  go in g  o n  a b o u t  h i m ,  even  i f  i n  h i s  m i n d  h e  wa s  
h e a r i n g  h e r  s t a t e  o th e r w i s e .  A n d  even  i f  h e  wa s  m a k i n g  t h a t  up ,  h e  
fo r med  a  p i c t u r e  o f  h imse l f  wa i t i n g  o u t s i d e  fo r  h e r  a t  t h e  en d  o f  h e r  
sh i f t .  F r o m th e r e  t h e y ’ d  wa l k  so mewh e r e  t o  g e t  a  d r i n k .  So mewh e r e  t h a t  
s t a y ed  o p en  l a t e .  Th e  1369  C l ub  o ve r  i n  D a v i s  S qua r e  wa s  t h a t  p l a c e  h e  
h a d  i n  m i n d .  J a z z  en s em b l e s  p l a y ed  th e r e  a n d  th ey  d i d n ’ t  c l o s e  un t i l  
two .  H e  h a d n ’ t  go t t en  a r o un d  to  a sk i n g  t h a t  que s t i o n  y e t .  Th e r e  wa s  a  
l o t  mor e  t o  f i nd  ou t  b e fo r e  he  t r i ed  t h a t .  
 
 

H e  wa s  h o m e  o n  th e  f u to n  co uch ,  r e s t i n g  b a ck  a g a i n s t  t h e  two  
deco r a t i v e  p i l l ows .  Fee l i ng  be a t en  abou t  t h e  body .  W iped  ou t  wa s  how  
h e  d e s c r i b ed  i t  t o  A n n e .   

“S t a y  h e r e  a n d  r e s t ,  I ’ l l  b r i n g  yo u  yo u r  d i n n e r , ”  sh e  t o l d  h im .   
“ I  c a n  g e t  i t  myse l f , ”  h e  s a i d .   
Bu t  sh e  i n s i s t ed .  No t  i n  any  cond i t i on  to  a r gue ,  h e  on l y  wan t ed  to  

b e  wa r m  a n d  r e l a x ed .  S o  h e  wa i t ed  t h e r e  w i th  a  b l a n ke t  co ve r i n g  h i m  
n o t  t h i n k i n g  a n y th i n g  m uch .  W a n t i n g  t o  r e a d  o n e  o f  t h e  b o o ks  w i th i n  
a r m ’ s  r e a ch  o n  th e  t a b l e  b u t  go i n g  t o  t h e  i P a d  i n s t e a d .  I t  f un c t i o n ed  a s  
a  t e l e v i s i o n  to o .  H e  co u l d  g e t  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  ch a n n e l s  t h e y  go t  
up s t a i r s ,  n o t  a l l ,  b u t  a  go o d  en o ugh  l i n eup .  Th e  T r a ve l  C h a n n e l  wa s  o n e  
a n d  th a t ’ s  wh a t  h e  wa s  wa t ch i n g .  A  m a n  n a m ed  A n d r ew  go i n g  a r o un d  
th e  wo r l d  e a t i n g  t h e  i n d i g en o us  fo o d s  o f  C h i l e  an d  Ken ya  a n d  S i c i l y  
a n d  C a m b o d i a .  M ea l s  h e  w i sh ed  h e  h a d  i n  f r o n t  o f  h i m  a s  we l l  a s  f o o d s  
h e ’ d  n eve r  h o l d  i n  h i s  h a n d  n eve r  m i n d  t a s t e ,  ch ew  a n d  swa l l o w .  Bug s  
a n d  to n gue s  a n d  r o t t ed  f l e sh  a n d  th e  sm e l l i e s t  ch ee s e s .  D eep  f r i ed  
Bu f f a l o  t e s t i c l e s  s l i c ed  t h in  a n d  s a uced  up .  “Th a t  i s  j u s t  a  f a n t a s t i c  
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d i sh , ”  Andr ew  s a i d  so  o f t en  he  wonde r ed  i f  h e  eve r  r e a l l y  mean t  i t .  
To n i gh t  h e  wa s  i n  M ex i co  C i t y  e a t i n g  s t ewed  p i g s  kn uck l e s ,  a n t  e gg s  
a n d  co r n  sm u t ,  t h e  l a t t e r  a  p l a n t  d i s e a s e  t h a t  c a u s ed  f un gus  t o  g r o w  o n  
co r n  a nd  wa s  cons i d e r ed  a  d e l i c a c y ,  u s ed  a s  a  f i l l i n g  i n  que s ad i l l a s  and  
so up s .   

“De l i c a c y ?  No t  a c co r d in g  t o  me , ”  h e  t o l d  An n e .  
She  wa s  nex t  t o  h im ,  t h e i r  p l a t e s  on  the  t ab l e  a t  t h e i r  knee s .  

C h i cken  l e g s  a n d  r i c e  a n d  a p p l e s a uce .  Th a t  wa s  m uch  o f  h i s  d i e t  t h e s e  
d a y s .  B l a n d  fo o d .  Th e  BR A T d i e t  i t  wa s  c a l l ed :  b a n a n a s ,  r i c e ,  
a p p l e s a uce  a n d  to a s t .  S o m e  p r o t e i n ,  t h u s  t h e  ch i cken .  P l en t y  o f  wa t e r .  
H yd r a t e .  H yd r a t e .  Fo o d  a n d  d r i n k  r e co m m en d ed  fo r  t h o se  w i th  
g a s t r o in t e s t i n a l  i s s u e s .   

Th e  weeken d  a h ea d ,  h e  f e l t  r e l i e f .  No  r a d i a t i o n  fo r  two  d a y s .  N o  
p i l l s .  N o  b e i n g  p o i so n ed .   

A n n e  to o k  a  b i t e  o f  ch i ck en  a n d  wh i l e  sh e  wa s  ch ew i n g  sh e  
p a r a p h r a s ed  so m e th i n g  h e ’ d  t o l d  h e r :  “Y o u  h a ve  t o  t a ke  i t  s l o w .  Fo cus  
o n  wh a t ’ s  i n  f r o n t  o f  yo u  b e fo r e  fo cu s i n g  o n  wh a t ’ s  b e yo n d  th a t . ”   

“ I ’m  n o t  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  y e t .  I  g e t  wh a t ,  s i x  week s  
b e tween  th i s  a n d  th a t ? ”  

“Th a t ’ s  wh a t  Dr .  N i co l  s a i d .  So  t h a t ’ s  wh a t  i t  i s . ”  
“No  t r e a tmen t s  f o r  s i x  wh o l e  week s .  W o w !”  
H e  s t a b b ed  a  p i e c e  o f  ch i cken  a n d  b r o ugh t  i t  t o  h i s  m o u th .  Th e  

man  Andr ew  was  i n  Oax a ca  e a t i n g  r o a s t ed  ch a p u l i n e s ,  g r a s sh o p p e r s  
s e a so n ed  w i th  s a l t ,  ch i l i s  a n d  l ime .  “Th o se  a r e  so me  o f  t h e  t a s t i e s t  I ’ v e  
e a t en , ”  h e  t o l d  h i s  h o s t .  W h en  h e  a n d  A n n e  we r e  i n  O a x a ca  h a v i n g  
b r e a k f a s t  a t  a n  o u td o o r  c a f é  a  s t e a d y  p r o ce s s i o n  o f  yo un g  m en  a n d  
wo m en  ha d  co m e  to  t h em  w i th  t h e i r  o f f e r i n g s ,  wo o d  co m b s ,  r e l i g i o u s  
b o o km a r k s ,  s qu i r m i n g  g r e en  b ug s  a n d ,  o f  co u r s e ,  o n e  h o l d i n g  a  p a i n t ed  
wo o d  b o w l  i n  b o th  a r m s  th a t  h a d  a  p i l e  o f  f r i ed  g r a s sh o p p e r s  i n  i t .  
Th ey  d i dn ’ t  t a k e  h e r  up .   

“W h y  d idn ’ t  we  t r y  o n e ?”  h e  s a i d .  “W h y  d idn ’ t  we  t r y  eve r y th in g ?  
Th a t ’ s  wh a t  we  we r e  sup p o sed  to  do . ”  

“Y o u ’ l l  h a ve  o th e r  o p p o r tun i t i e s .  Y o u ’ l l  h a ve  p l en t y  mo r e  o f  
t h o s e . ”  

“ I  h o p e  so . ”  
“ I  kn o w  so .  I  kn o w  yo u  w i l l .  Th a t ’ s  t h e  wa y  yo u  h a ve  t o  t h i n k  

t o o .  I f  yo u  d o n ’ t ,  I  d o n ’ t  kn o w  wh a t  t o  s ay .  Bu t  yo u  w i l l .  Y o u ’ r e  n o t  
go in g  t h r o ugh  th i s  f o r  n o th in g .  Y o u  h ea r d  t h e  n u r s e .  I f  yo u  c a n  b e  
o p e r a t ed  o n  i t  m ea n s  yo u  c a n  b e  f i x ed .  Y o u ’ r e  go i n g  t o  b e  a l l  r i gh t . ”  

“O ka y ,  I ’m  go in g  t o  b e  a l l  r i gh t .  I ’m  go in g  t o  b e  a l l  r i gh t . ”  
“Th a t ’ s  b e t t e r . ”  

 
 

Th e  wa i t r e s s  a t  O p us  4  wa s  b a ck  a t  h i s  t a b l e  w i th  t h e  Gr eek  s a l a d  
h e  n eed ed  a n d  th e  cup  o f  F r en ch  r o a s t  h e  d i d n ’ t .   

“Y o u  guy s  sh o u ld  s e r v e  a l co h o l , ”  h e  l o o ked  up  a t  h e r .  Sh e  s e emed  
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su r p r i s ed  b y  t h e  co mmen t .  “Bee r  wo u ld  go  b e t t e r  w i th  t h e  s a l a d .  Th a t ’ s  
t h e  wa y  t o  f i n i sh  o f f  a  d a y ,  a  coup l e  o f  b r ewsk i e s .  Th i s , ”  h e  nodded  a t  
t h e  m ug ,  “ i s  h o w  to  s t a r t  i t . ”  

“Th e r e ’ s  l o t s  o f  o th e r  p l a c e s  t o  g e t  a l co h o l , ”  sh e  s a i d .  Sh e  d i dn ’ t  
s e em a n n o yed  to  h a ve  t o  en ga ge  h im .  “Y o u ’ l l  h a ve  t o  go  t o  o n e  o f  t h o s e  
i f  t h a t ’ s  wha t  you  wan t . ”  

“ I t ’ s  a n  a tm o sp h e r e  i s sue .  Th a t ’ s  t h e  p r o b l em .  I  d o n ’ t  wa n t  t o  
d r i nk  a l l  a l one .  I  don ’ t  wan t  t o  be  one  o f  t ho s e  peop l e .  I n  a  c a f é  l i k e  
t h i s ,  i t  wo u l d  f e e l  d i f f e r en t . ”  

“W e l l…”  
“Th a t ’ s  wh y  I  l i k e  E u r o p ea n - s t y l e  c a f e s .  Y o u  g e t  e x c e l l en t  co f f e e ,  

go o d  fo o d  a n d  wha t eve r  yo u  l i k e  t o  d r i n k  a t  wh a t eve r  t i m e  yo u  wa n t . ”  
“Bu t  h e r e  yo u  a r e . ”   
“S a me  p l a c e  a s  yo u .  Y o u  h a ve  a  f a vo r i t e  b a r  yo u  go  to ?”  
“ I  l i k e  C o mmo n  Gr o un d .  I t ’ s  a  f r i en d l y  a tmo sp h e r e , ”  sh e  s a i d .  
H e  n o d d ed  i n  t e l e g r a p h i c  a g r e em en t .  H e ’d  b een  i n  i t  o n ce  a n d  i t  

i n  f a c t  wa s  a  p l a c e  f i l l ed  w i th  s t ud en t - t yp e s  e a t i n g  ch ea p ,  h i gh - c a l o r i e  
sp ec i a l s  a n d  co up l e s  h a v in g  co n ve r s a t i o n s  o ve r  a  t o o - l oud  j ukebox .  He  
d i dn ’ t  l i k e  i t  e v en  i f  h e  wa s  w i th  a  coup l e  o f  f r i end s  and  they ’ d  go t t en  
t i p s y  a n d  h a d  so m e  l a ugh s .  Bu t  h i s  wa i t r e s s  h a d  h e r  o wn  t a s t e s  a n d  
ex p e r i en ce s .  H e  wa s  a l r e a d y  t h i n k i n g  o f  wa y s  h e  m i gh t  sh o w  up  a t  
C o m m o n  G r o un d  a g a i n .   
 
 

H e  wa s  a t  t h e  en d  o f  a  l o n g ,  S un d a y  even i n g  wa l k  wh en  h e  t u r n ed  
a wa y  f r o m  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  h i s  h o use  a n d  wen t  i n to  B r ewe r y  La n e .  
I n s i d e ,  h e  wa s  g r e e t ed  b y  t h e  t en d e r s  o f  t h e  t a p s  Pa t r i c k  a n d  J o sh .  Th e  
fo r me r  c a r r i a g e  h o use  h a d  b een  s t r i p p ed  to  i t s  b e a ms  a n d  b r i c k .  I t  h a d  
a  f ew  l o n g  co un t e r s  a n d  so m e  sm a l l  t a b l e s  t o  s i t  a t .  I f  n o t  s quea ky  
c l e a n ,  i t  wa s  co m fy  en o ugh  to  sp en d  t i m e  i n  h a v i n g  a n  I PA  o r  a  wh ea t  
s a i so n  o r  so u r  p i l s n e r ,  t a s t y ,  h i gh  t e s t  b r ews  de s c r i b ed  a s  h a v in g  “ a  
f r u i t y  co mp l ex i t y  w i th  s l i gh t l y  smo ked  n o t e s ”  o r  “ a  b ee r  t o  s a ve  t o  t h e  
f a r  en d  o f  t h e  n i gh t . ”  H e ’d  b een  go i n g  t h e r e  o n e  o r  two  n i gh t s  a  week  
w i th o u t  m en t i o n i n g  i t  t o  A n n e .  H e  j u s t  wa n t ed  a  b ee r .  I t  wa s  
i r r e s i s t i b l e .  A  p in t  o f  b ee r  wa s  a l l .  She ’ d  unde r s t and  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  wan t  
t o  d o  so m e th i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  t h a t  wa s  n o r m a l  a n d  wo u l d  m a ke  h i m  f e e l  h e  
wa s  s t i l l  t h a t ,  n o r m a l .  Bu t  r a d i a t i o n  s t r e s s ed  h i s  l i v e r  a n d  a l co h o l  wo u l d  
o n l y  a dd  mor e  s t r e s s  t o  i t  and  he ’ d  been  adv i s ed  no t  t o .  “ J u s t  wa i t  un t i l  
yo u ’ r e  d o n e  w i th  yo u r  t r e a tm en t s , ”  h e  h e a r d  A n n e  s a y i n g .  “Th en  yo u  
c a n  h a ve  a  n i gh t l y  d r i n k . ”  

“O r  two , ”  h e ’ d  s a i d .   
“H ey  ma n ,  h o w ’ s  i t  go in g ?”  Pa t r i c k  s a i d .  H e  wa s  a  s t o cky  f i gu r e  

w i th  d i r t y  b l o n d e  h a i r ,  a r o un d  th i r t y ,  t h e  a g e  t h e  n e i gh b o r h o o d  wa s  
a t t r a c t i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  o f .  I f  Pa t r i c k  su sp ec t ed  a n y th i n g  go i n g  o n  
w i th  h i m ,  t h e  sun ken  ch eek s ,  t h e  we i gh t  l o s s ,  t h e  p ee l i n g  s k i n  o n  h i s  
h a n d s ,  h e  n eve r  l e t  o n .   
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“Th i s .  Th i s  i s  go in g . ”  
“Go t  so me  go o d  s t u f f  f o r  yo u . ”  
“ I  kn o w ,  I  s a w  th e  ma i l e r . ”  H i s  e y e s  r o l l ed  do wn  th e  l i s t  o n  t h e  

ch a l k  b o a r d .  O n e  o f  t h em  J o sh  d e s c r i b ed  a s  “ r e a l l y  h o p p ed  up ,  f u l l  
b o d i ed ,  n o t  t o o  swee t . ”  A n d  so  h e  wen t  w i th  t h a t .   

H e  h a d  a  ch o i c e  o f  t a b l e s  t o  b r i n g  h i s  p i n t  t o .  A c r o s s  f r o m th e  
o n e  h e  s e t t l ed  i n  a  co up l e  wa s  h a v i n g  a  ch a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  th ey  we r e  
ch eck i n g  t h e i r  c e l l s .  I n  f r o n t  o f  t h em  a  guy  s a t  a l o n e  s t a r i n g  a t  h i s  i P a d .  
H e  h a d  h i s  p h o n e  o u t  b u t  m o s t l y  i gn o r ed  i t .  C a n ce r  h a d  h i m  d o i n g  a  l o t  
o f  t h a t ,  i gn o r i n g  t h e  un n ece s s a r y .  Th e  n eed  to  s t a y  t un ed  to  a l l  t h e  
l a t e s t  po l i t i c a l  n ews :  no t  impor t an t .  Da i l y  upda t e s  o f  NBA s t a t s :  d i t t o .  
I n  t h e  sma l l  no t ebook  he ’ d  s t a r t ed  k eep ing  to  r e co r d  de t a i l s  o f  h i s  
a p p o i n tm en t s  a n d  t r e a tm en t s ,  o f  t h i n g s  h e  n eed ed  to  d o  a n d  que s t i o n s  
t o  a sk  h i s  d o c to r s ,  h e ’ d  b egun  p u t t i n g  h i s  o wn  th o ugh t s  d o wn  a n d  o n  
o n e  p a ge  h e ’ d  wr i t t en  i n  s t a n z a  fo r m :   

Y o u  m us t  l i v e  eve r yd a y  l i k e  i t ’ s  t h e  l a s t .  
Y o u  m us t  d o  th i n g s  yo u  wa n t  t o  a n d  sp en d  n o  t i m e  o th e r w i s e .  
Y o u  m us t  r e s t .  
Y o u  m us t  e x e r c i s e  wh en  yo u  c a n .  
Y o u  m us t  e a t  r i gh t .  
Y o u  m us t  t a l k  t o  p eo p l e .  
Y o u  m us t  b e  c a l m .  
Y o u  m us t  en j o y .  
Y o u  m us t  b e  t r u e .  
H e ’d  go n e  b a ck  to  t h a t  l i s t  t o  r em i n d  h i m se l f ,  a n d  h e  s t i l l  n e ed ed  

r em in d in g .  E ven  so meo n e  i n  a s  que s t i o n a b l e  a  p r ed i c a men t  a s  h e  wa s  i n  
co u l d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ’ s  r e gu l a r  a c t i v i t y ,  f o r g e t  wh a t  wa s  imp o r t a n t .   

H e  wa s  s t i l l  wo r k i n g  o n  th e  p i n t  wh en  a  m a n  wh o se  n a m e  h e  
d i dn ’ t  know  c ame  i n ,  h i s  pooch  l e ad ing  th e  way ,  a  F r ench  box e r  n amed  
F r i t z .  Th a t ’ s  r i gh t ,  h e  a r t i cu l a t ed  t o  h i m se l f  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  h e  kn ew  
th e  d o g ’ s  n a m e  b u t  n o t  i t s  o wn e r ’ s .  Tw i c e  h e ’ d  r un  i n to  h i m  o n  th e  E a s t  
R i v e r  Fe r r y  go ing  to  P i e r  11  bu t  t h ey  h adn ’ t  t a l k ed  abou t  wha t  t h ey  d i d  
down  the r e .  A  nod  and  he l l o  d i dn ’ t  an swe r  t ho s e  que s t i on s .   

Th e  ma n  a n d  do g  wen t  t o  t h e  t a p s  a n d  a f t e r  t h a t  h e  t o o k  a  ch a i r  
n e a r  h i m .  R i gh t  a wa y  h e  m a d e  i t  a  p o i n t  t o  c a t ch  th e  m a n ’ s  e y e s .  “H o w 
go e s  i t ? ”  h e  s a i d .   

“ I t  go e s  f i n e  n o w  th a t  I ’m  h e r e . ”  Th e  ma n  d r ew  a t t en t i o n  to  h i s  
g l a s s .  

“ I  wa s  t h i n k in g  t h a t  s a me  th in g , ”  h e  s a i d .  F r i t z  a mb l ed  o ve r  t o  
h i m  a n d  h e  l e a n ed  to  t h e  s i d e  a n d  g a ve  h i m  a  f ew  r ub s  o n  th e  h e a d .  
C o u l d  F r i t z  t e l l  h e  h a d  c a n ce r ?  

Th e  ma n  s a i d ,  “ I  s a w  yo u  i n  t h e  s a me  sp o t  l a s t  Sun da y  n i gh t . ”  
“ I  l i k e  t h e  v i ew  f r o m th i s  s e a t .  I  c a n  s e e  eve r yo n e  co min g  i n  t h e  

doo r .  Neve r  s i t  w i th  you r  b a ck  to  anyone . ”  
“ I s  t h e r e  a  n e ed  fo r  yo u  to  b e  l i k e  t h a t ? ”  
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“M a yb e ,  ma yb e  n o t . ”  H e  sm i l ed .  “ I ’m  n eve r  qu i t e  s u r e  i n  t h i s  
t o wn . ”  

“W e l l ,  g i v e  me  a  h e a d s  up  b e fo r e  t h e  b u l l e t s  s t a r t  f l y i n g . ”  
“W h a t  do  yo u  h a ve  t h e r e ? ”  
“Th e  V i c to r y . ”  
“Y o u  h i t  t h e  t o p  r un g  r i gh t  a wa y .  W h a t ’ s  t h a t ,  e i gh t  ABV?”  
“ I ’m  on l y  h av ing  one . ”  The  man  l ooked  away  a s  i f  i n  t hough t .  

“D id  t h a t  so un d  de f en s i v e ?”  
“Sa me  h e r e .  Bu t  I  wen t  f o r  t h e  s i x - f i v e .  W h en  I  g e t  t o  e i gh t  I ’ l l  

b e  i n  t r o ub l e .  I  m i gh t  a s  we l l  j u s t  s i gn  m y  ch eck  o ve r  t o  t h e s e  guy s .  
Th ey ’ r e  l i k e  c r a ck  de a l e r s .  Th ey  g e t  u s  h o o ked  o n  th e  f i v e  a n d  s i x  
p e r c en t e r s  t h en  th ey  r a i s e  t h e  p r i c e s  a n d  go  i n  fo r  t h e  k i l l .  M es s  w i th  
yo u r  b r a i n  c e l l s  a n d  d r a i n  yo u r  wa l l e t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e . ”   

“Th ey ’ r e  n o t  g e t t i n g  a n y  ch ea p e r . ”  
“Bu t  t h e y  g i v e  u s  a  p r o duc t  we  l i k e ,  we  n eed ,  a n d  we ’ r e  w i l l i n g  t o  

p a y  fo r .  D o  I  n eed  th e  n ex t  i t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i Ph o n e ?  N o .  D o  I  n eed  th i s  
s t u f f ?  Y e s . ”  

“ I ’m  Ro n . ”   
“Da v id  h e r e . ”   
“So  wh a t  i s  i t  yo u  do  th a t  t a k e s  yo u  to  P i e r  11 ?”  
“Bus in e s s  An a l y s t . ”  
“La wye r ,  o f  t h e  p ub l i c  d e f en de r  v a r i e t y .  Y ea h ,  o n e  o f  t h o s e . ”  
“Fa r  a s  I  c a n  t e l l  t h e r e ’ s  a  n e ed  fo r  yo u  guy s . ”  
“So me  p eo p l e  t h i n k  l i k e  yo u ,  so me  o th e r w i s e . ”  
A f t e r  t h a t  t h e y  t o o k  a  f ew  s i p s  i n  s i l en ce .  Th e  m a n  R o n  

co n t em p l a t ed  h i s  p h o n e .  W h en  h e  f i n i sh ed  up  i t  wa s  t i m e  fo r  h i m  to  go .  
“Y o u ’ l l  b e  s t a y i n g  fo r  a n o th e r ? ”  he  s a i d .  “C a n ’ t  b l a m e  yo u  fo r  t h a t . ”  

“O n e  ma ke s  me  f e e l  go o d .  Two  ma ke s  me  f e e l  b e t t e r .  So  ma yb e  
I ’ l l  do  th a t . ”  
 
 

H e  m a d e  th e  e f fo r t  t o  co n n ec t  a n d  h e  h a d .  H e  m i gh t  n o t  h a ve  
done  th a t  b e fo r e  a l l  t h i s .  He  to s s ed  h i s  f i gu r a t i v e  he ad  ou t  i n  t h a t  
d i r e c t i on .  Of  co u r s e ,  b e fo r e  a l l  t h i s  h e  wo u l d n ’ t  h a ve  h a d  a n y  n eed  to  
b e  i n  B r ewe r y  La n e  b y  h i m se l f .  

M uch  a s  h e  wa n t ed  th a t  s e co n d  d r a f t  h e  dec i d ed  a g a i n s t  i t .  No  
p o i n t  go i n g  t h e r e  wh en  th e r e  wa sn ’ t  a n y  n eed  to .  Th e  n eed  wa s  t o  d o  
so me th in g  n o r ma l ;  t h a t  p h r a s e  k ep t  co ming  up  and  con t i nued  to  h ave  
mean ing .  To  have  one  bee r .  How no r ma l  i s  t h a t ?   

A n n e  wa s  i n  t h e  k i t ch en  p r ep a r i n g  t h e i r  p l a t e s .  To n i g h t  sh e ’ d  
made  l i n gu ine  w i th  t h e  homemade  mea t  s auce  t h ey  go t  f r om a  l o c a l  
sp ec i a l t y  sh o p .  I t  wa s  d e l i c i o u s .  A  f a vo r i t e  o f  h i s ,  s h e  kn ew .  R i ch  a n d  
h ea r t y ,  n o t  t o o  sp i c y ;  h e  sh o u l d n ’ t  h a ve  sp i c y  fo o d s .  Th e r e  wa s  a  s a l a d  
a n d  i c e  c r e a m  fo r  d e s s e r t .  S h e  wa s  t r y i n g  t o  f a t t en  h i m  up .  S h e  wa s  
t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  h i m .  H e  wa s  i m p r e s s ed  w i th  h e r  f e r o c i t y ,  h e r  a t t en t i o n  to  
k e ep in g  a  h e a l t h y  a n d  hea l i n g  en v i r o n m en t .  To n i gh t  t h e y  a t e  a t  t h e  



	   	   	  

	   	  	  
Page	  9	  of	  13	  

	  	  

d in ing  r oom t ab l e .  The  t e l ev i s i on  wa s  o f f .  I t  wa s  j u s t  t h e  two  o f  t h em 
w i th o u t  a n y  d i s t r a c t i o n s .  A n n e  d r a n k  w i n e ,  h e  f i l t e r ed  wa t e r .  

“W h e r e  d i d  yo u  go  o n  yo u r  wa l k ?”  
“Do wn  to  t h e  p a r k  a n d  a r o un d ,  b a ck  up  a l o n g  Ken t  t o  F r a n k l i n . ”  
“See  a n yo n e  o u t  t h e r e  yo u  kn o w?”  
“Na h ,  j u s t  a l l  t h o s e  p eo p l e  h e a d in g  o f f  so mewh e r e .  L i v i n g ,  a s  

o p p o sed  to  wh a t  we ’ r e  d o i n g . ”  
“W e ’ r e  do in g  f i n e .  Th i s  i s  t emp o r a r y .  So me th in g  we  h a ve  t o  g e t  

t h r o ugh  to  g e t  yo u  b e t t e r . ”  
 
 

I t  t ook  a  f ew  t r i e s  b u t  t h e  wa i t r e s s  f i n a l l y  s a i d  y e s  t o  h i s  
s ugge s t i o n  th ey  g e t  t o ge th e r  f o r  a  b e e r .  C o mmo n  Gr o un d  i t  wa s  a n d  h e  
go t  t h e r e  f i r s t .  H e  to o k  a  s t o o l  a t  t h e  b a r  a n d  o r de r ed  fo r  h imse l f ,  
wa i t i n g  i m p a t i en t l y .  Th e  wa i t r e s s  wa s  a  s cu l p to r ,  f r o m  C l eve l a n d  h e ’ d  
fo un d  o u t  w i th  a  f ew  m o r e  i n qu i r i e s  a n d  so m e  fu t i l e  sp ecu l a t i o n s  o n  th e  
o r i g i n s  o f  h e r  a c c en t .  “Y o u  c a l l  t h a t  t h i n g  yo u ’ r e  w i p i n g  t h e  t a b l e  w i th  
a  ‘wa r sh  r a g ’ ?  W h e r e ,  wh e r e  i n  t h e  b l a n ke t y  b l a n k  d o  th ey  t a l k  l i k e  
t h a t ? ”  

“Th e  b l a n ke t y  b l a n k  wh e r e  p eo p l e  d r i n k  ‘ r u t  b e e r ’  a n d  p u t  t h e  
‘ r u f f ’  do wn  i n  t h e i r  co n ve r t i b l e s  a n d  s l e ep  i n  ‘ b ed r ums ’ .  I t ’ s  n o t  a l l  t h a t  
we i r d  co n s i d e r i n g… "   

“C o n s ide r i n g  wh a t ? ”  
“Bo s to n  a c c en t s .  A t  l e a s t  yo u  c a n  un de r s t a n d  u s . ”  
I t  wa s  s even - twen t y  a n d  sh e  s t i l l  h a d n ’ t  sh o wn  up .  N o t  t h a t  i n  t h e  

sp o r t  o f  d a t i n g  twen t y  m i n u t e s  wa s  wo r th  f r e t t i n g  o ve r .  Bu t  a  l a ck  o f  
p un c tua l i t y  d i d  s en d  a n  un a m b i guo us  m es s a ge ,  h e  t h o ugh t ,  t h a t  d i d n ’ t  
p u t  a  l o t  o f  v a l u e  o n  th e  o p p o n en t .   

H e  s a t  o n  th e  s to o l  so m ewh a t  d i sm a yed  h e ’ d  b een  wo r k i n g  so  
much  th a t  h i s  d a t i ng  l i f e  h a d  t um b l ed  d o wn h i l l  t o  t h e  p o i n t  wo m en  
d idn ’ t  e v en  wan t  t o  ho ld  up  to  t h e i r  commi tmen t  t o  h ave  a  b ee r  and  
ch a t  a  wh i l e .  Th e  p i n t  s e t t l ed  i n  h i s  gu t ,  m e l l o w i n g  h i m  so m ewh a t .  H e  
wa s  s t r u ck  b y  a n o th e r  f e e l i n g ,  o n e  t h a t  h o p ed  sh e ’ d  p u sh  th r o ugh  th e  
doo r  be fo r e  h i s  g l a s s  wa s  emp ty  so  h e  wo u ldn ’ t  h a ve  t o  p a y  up  a n d  s t a r t  
b a ck  h o m e  w i th  h i s  t a i l  t u cked  b e tween  h i s  l e g s .  A n d  th en ,  j u s t  a s  h e  
l i f t ed  h i s  e y e s ,  h e  s aw  he r  h e ad ing  h i s  way  w i th  a  b r oad  sm i l e .  He r  h a i r  
wa s  un b o un d .  H e r  s l e eve l e s s  b l u e  d r e s s  b o un ced  a t  h e r  kn ee s .  R o l l i n g  
h i s  e y e s  o ve r  h e r ,  h e  a l m o s t  co u l d n ’ t  b e l i e v e  h i s  go o d  fo r t un e .   

“ I  s e e  yo u  dec i d ed  to  g e t  h e r e  e a r l y  a n d  s t a r t  w i th o u t  me . ”  Sh e  
wa s  s t i l l  sm i l i n g  wh en  sh e  t i p p ed  h e r  h e a d  to  b r i n g  a t t en t i o n  to  h i s  
n e a r - em p ty  g l a s s .   

“ I  t h o ugh t  we  we r e  mee t i n g  a t  s even  so  I  o r d e r ed  a  b ee r .  Th e r e ’ s  
n o  b i g  h u r r y ,  b u t  I ’m  g l a d  yo u  m a d e  i t . ”   

“D id  we  s a y  s even ?  I  do n ’ t  kn o w .  I  t h o ugh t  we  a g r e ed  t o  s even -
th i r t y .  I n  f a c t ,  I ’m  p r e t t y  s u r e  o f  i t .  I  n eve r  k e ep  p eo p l e  wa i t i n g .  Y o u  
s e e ,  I ’m  even  a  f ew  m in u t e s  e a r l y .  Bu t  h ey ,  yo u ’ r e  a l r e a dy  o n e  up  o n  me  
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so  I ’ l l  h a ve  t o  g e t  go in g  t o  c a t ch  up . ”  Sh e  s l i d  up  o n  th e  s t o o l ,  j u t t ed  
o u t  h e r  ch i n  a n d  r a i s ed  a  f i n ge r  t o  g e t  t h e  b a r t en d e r ’ s  a t t en t i o n .   

“No w th a t  yo u  s a y  i t ,  I  gue s s  we  d i d  s a y  s even - th i r t y .  N o t  t h a t  i t  
ma t t e r s .  Y o u ’ r e  h e r e  n o w .  Th a t ’ s  go o d .  Le t  m e  g e t  t h i s  o n e .  W h a t  d o  
yo u  l i k e  t o  d r i n k ?”   

A  f ew  m o m en t s  l a t e r  t h e  b a r t en d e r  s e t  a  g i n  a n d  to n i c  o n  th e  
co a s t e r  i n  f r o n t  o f  h e r  a n d  sh e  m o ved  th e  l i t t l e  r ed  s t i r r e r  a r o un d  i t  a  
f ew  t imes .  

“W e l l  ch ee r s . ”  H e  h e l d  h i s  g l a s s  up .  “ I t ’ s  g r e a t  t o  g e t  t o ge th e r  
w i th  yo u  a wa y  f r o m  O p us  4 .  J u s t  s e e i n g  yo u  w i th o u t  t h a t  wa r sh  r a g  i n  
yo u r  h a n d s  m a ke s  i t  m em o r a b l e  a l r e a d y . ”   

“No w yo u ’ r e  b e i n g  f un n y  a g a i n .  I  c a n  g e t  yo u  to o  yo u  kn o w ,  f a h  
s a y i n  ‘ I ’ d  l i k e  t a  a h da  a  k a f f e e ’ .  Bu t  s e e i n g  a s  I  don ’ t  know  you  so  we l l  
I ’ l l  b e  n i c e  and  won ’ t  e v en  go  th a t  way . ”  

“Y o u  go t  me .  Bu t  I  a m  g l a d  t o  b e  w i th  yo u  o u t s i d e  o f  t h a t  j o i n t . ”   
“Th a t ’ s  n i c e  o f  yo u  to  s a y .  I ’m  th e r e  fo r t y  h o u r s  a  week  a n d  I  f e e l  

l i k e  I  spend  mos t  o f  my  l i f e  i n  i t . ”   
“ J u s t  t h i n k  o f  t he  m i l l i o n s  yo u ’ r e  m a k i n g .  M y  t i p s  a l o n e  m us t  a d d  

up  to  a t  l e a s t  o n e  b i g  o n e .  M a yb e  two . ”  
“O h  y e a h ?  Y o u  mus t  mea n  th e  t i p s  yo u  l e a ve  a t  t h a t  o th e r  p l a c e  

yo u  go  to  w i th  t h e  wa i t r e s s  t h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  m e . ”  
E ven  a t  t h a t  e a r l y  p o i n t  i n  t h e  co n ve r s a t i o n  h e  s a w  h o w  a t t un ed  

th ey  we r e .  Th e  f a s c i n a t i o n  th a t  s t a r t ed  i n  O p us  4  co n t i n ued  to  f l o w  
smo o th l y  i n  C o mmo n  Gr o un d .  H e  t r i ed  t o  k e ep  th e i r  e x ch a n ge  c a sua l  
e v en  th o ugh  h e r  s t r i k i n g  p r e s en ce  wa s  a  b i t  d i s co n ce r t i n g  a n d  h e  wa s  
s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  i d en t i f y  t h e  r a th e r  a p p ea l i ng  s c en t  sh e  wa s  wea r i n g .  An d  
th en  th e r e  wa s  h e r  c l e a va ge ,  m uch  o f  wh i ch  wa s  o n  d i sp l a y  wh en  sh e  
l e aned  fo r wa r d  to  make  su r e  he  cou ld  he a r  h e r  ove r  t h e  j ukebox .   
 
 

H e  h a d  a  t a n  a r o un d  h i s  wa i s t ,  a  s i x  o r  so  i n ch  b r o wn i sh  s t r i p e ,  
t h e  p a r t  o f  h i m  th e  m a ch i n e  h a d  b u r n ed  o n  a n d  a r o un d .  R a d i a t i o n  wa s  
a k i n  t o  sp en d i n g  t i m e  o n  a n  ex o t i c  b e a ch  o n  so m e  C a r i b b ea n  i s l a n d .   

“E x cep t  f o r  a l l  t h e  o th e r  s t u f f  t h a t  go e s  a l o n g  w i th  i t , ”  An n e  
s a i d .  

“E x cep t  f o r  a l l  o f  t h a t , ”  h e  s a i d .  
Now tha t  h e  wa s  down  to  h i s  l a s t  two  t r e a tme n t s  h e  wa s  a l r e a d y  

s a y i n g  go o db ye  t o  t h e  f ew  fo l k s  h e ’ d  t a l k ed  t o  i n  t h e  wa i t i n g  a r e a .  H e  
wen t  o ve r  t o  t h e  wh i t e -h a i r ed  guy  w i th  p r o s t r a t e  c a n ce r  a n d  sh o o k  h i s  
h a n d :  b a t t l e  n um b e r  two  i n  t h e  m a l i gn a n t  wa r  fo r  h i m ;  h e  r em em b e r ed  
th i s  wa s  h i s  s e co n d  t i m e  a r oun d .  H e  wa s  w i th  h i s  w i f e .  Th e  two  o f  t h em 
s a t  h o ld in g  s e c t i o n s  o f  Th e  T imes .   

“Keep  up  th a t  go o d  a t t i t ude , ”  t h e  guy  t o l d  h im .  A  sm i l e  o p en ed  
h i s  f a c e .  

“ I ’m  t r y i n g  my  b e s t , ”  h e  s a i d ,  “ a n d  yo u  do  th e  s a me . ”  
“Y o u ’ r e  w in d in g  do wn ,  t h a t  mus t  ma ke  yo u  f e e l  go o d .  A  f r e e  ma n .  
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O r  a l m o s t  o n e . ”  Th e  m a n  sm i l ed  a n d  h e  r e a l i z ed  h e  sh o u l d  h a ve  go t t en  
h i s  n a m e ,  a sked  wh a t  k i n d  o f  wo r k  h e  d i d  o r  h e ’ d  d o n e ,  wen t  o f f  o n  
so me th in g  b e s i d e s  t h e  r o u t i n e  o f  wh i t e  c e l l  co un t s ,  t h e  ch a n ge  i n to  
smo cks  t h a t  b a r e l y  co ve r ed  t h e i r  a s s e s  a n d  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  f l e sh  f r i ed  b y  a  
mach ine  t h a t  sounded  a  l o t  l i k e  a  m i l i t a r y  weapon .  Wh i ch  i s  wha t  i t  wa s ,  
h e  sup p o sed .  A  c e l l  a n n i h i l a t o r .  To o  l a t e  f o r  a n  ex ch a n ge  o f  n a m es .   

“O h  y e a h ,  I ’m  f r e e ,  f o r  s i x  week s  a n ywa y .  Th en  I  g e t  s l i c ed  a n d  
r e - s e c t i o n ed .  A n d  ev en  m o r e  f un  f o l l o ws  th a t .  Th i s  i s  n ew  t e r r i t o r y  f o r  
me .  A  y e a r - l ong  t e s t  o f  my  r e so l v e  t o  s e e  i f  I  c an  pu t  up  w i th  wha t eve r  
t h e y  h i t  m e  w i th . ”  

“No  wo r r i e s ,  t h e y  t a k e  go o d  c a r e  o f  yo u  h e r e .  Th ey ’ r e  go o d .  Th i s  
i s  one  o f  t h e  t op  p l a c e s .  They  h ave  t h e  t o p  p eo p l e . ”   

Th ey  wen t  o n  so me  mo r e  o n  th a t  t o p i c ,  “ i t ’ s  a l l  d a t a ,  t h a t ’ s  a l l  we  
a r e  t o  t h em ,”  “ I  wo u l d n ’ t  go  a n ywh e r e  e l s e , ”  un t i l  h e  h e a r d  h i s  n a m e  
a n n o un ced ,  a n d  s a i d ,  “M y  t u r n  a t  b a t .  I  c a m e  o ve r  i n  c a s e  I  d o n ’ t  r un  
i n to  you  tomor r ow .”  

“Y o u  p r o b a b l y  wo n ’ t .  I ’m  s ch edu l ed  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r .  So  yo u  t a ke  c a r e  
o f  yo u r s e l f . ”  

“ I t  wa s  n i c e  t o  mee t  yo u , ”  h i s  w i f e  s a i d .  Th e  T imes ’  f r o n t  p a ge  
l a y  l imp  ove r  h e r  l ap .  “Remember ,  you  have  t o  go  th r ough  th i s  t o  g e t  
b e t t e r . ”  

“ I ’m  go in g  t o  b e  f i n e .  Th a t ’ s  wh a t  I  k e ep  t e l l i n g  myse l f .  I t ’ s  b e en  
my  man t r a .  Eve r y th ing ’ s  f i n e ,  f i n e ,  j u s t  f i n e . ”  

“W e l l  i t  wo r k s , ”  t h e  guy  s a i d .  “A  go o d  a t t i t ude  w i l l  o n l y  h e l p  yo u .  
I t  h e l p ed  me  the  f i r s t  t ime  a r ound .  I t ’ s  h e l p i ng  now .  W i thou t  i t ,  I  don ’ t  
kn o w  wh a t  t o  s a y .  I t ’ s  t h e  o n l y  wa y  fo r wa r d ,  I  kn o w  o f .  Th e  o n l y  wa y . ”  

Th a t  wa s  t h a t .  H e  t u r n ed  a wa y  a n d  wen t  o f f .  H e ’d  n eve r  s e e  t h e  
man  ag a i n .  Bo th  o f  t h em wou ld  head  o f f  i n to  t h e i r  f u tu r e s ,  l onge r  o r  
sh o r t e r  o n e s ,  d ep en d in g .  Th a t  wa s  up  a h ea d ,  up  i n  t h e  a i r ,  un kn o wn .  In  
t h e  ch a n g i n g  r o o m  h e  wen t  o ve r  t h a t  b r i e f  e x ch a n ge  a s  h e  t o o k  o f f  h i s  
c l o th e s .  H e  s a w  h o w  a l m o s t  eve r y  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  t h e  wa i t i n g  a r e a  h a d  
l ed  t o  t h e  r eve a l i ng  o f  some  s im i l a r  ou t l ook ,  some  f i e r c e ,  i r r e fu t ab l e  
d e t e r m ina t i on  to  su r v i v e .  And  th a t  mean t  d eve lop ing  th e  r i gh t  l anguage  
t o  ex p r e s s  a n d  co n f i r m  i t .  “ I t  h e l p ed  me . ”  “ I t ’ s  t h e  o n l y  wa y  t o  go . ”  “ I  
i n t end  to  be  a r ound  qu i t e  a  wh i l e  l onge r . ”  A t  l e a s t  t h a t ’ s  wha t  t h ey  
wa n t ed  to  sh o w  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i en d s  so  a s  n o t  t o  wo r r y  t h em .  Y o u  d i d n ’ t  
wa n t  t o  s a y ,  a t  l e a s t  n o t  a t  a  t h e r a p eu t i c  s t a g e ,  o r  o n e  p o t en t i a l l y  
t h e r a p eu t i c ,  yo u ’ r e  s u r e  yo u ’ r e  a  go n e r .  W h a t  wo u l d  t h e r e  b e  t o  t a l k  
a b o u t  a f t e r  t h a t ?  H o w d o  yo u  go  o n ?   

“ I f  yo u  c a n  b e  o p e r a t ed  o n  yo u  c a n  b e  cu r ed , ”  Dr .  N i co l ’ s  n u r s e  
h a d  to l d  h i m  th a t  f i r s t  m ee t i n g .  I t  wa s  a  co m m en t  h e ’ d  r ep ea t ed  ma n y  
t i m es  t o  A n n e  a n d  o th e r s .   

Su r e  enough ,  t h e  fo l l ow ing  week s  b l ew  by .  The  r ad i a t i on  and  p i l l s  
t h a t  h a d  m a d e  h i m  i l l  f o r  week s  h a d  wo r n  o f f .  H e  wa s  f e e l i n g  b e t t e r .  H e  
h a d  m o r e  en e r gy .  H e ’d  p u t  o n  we i gh t .  I t  wa s  t i m e  to  go  a n d  th e  s i x  a .m .  
t o wn  c a r  t h a t  wo u l d  t a ke  h i m  to  t h e  h o sp i t a l  wa s  r i gh t  o n  t i m e .   
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“Th ey  s ch edu l e  t h e  b i g  o p e r a t i o n s  e a r l i e s t , ”  h e  t o l d  An n e  o n  th e  
r i d e  t h e r e .  “ I ’m  o n e  o f  t h e  ma in  even t s  t o da y . ”  

Th ey  ch ecked - i n  a t  t h e  d e sk  and  took  two  cha i r s  b y  t h e  w indows  
th a t  l o o ked  o u t  a t  t h e  E a s t  S id e  apa r tmen t  bu i l d i ng s  and  the  span  o f  
t h e  59 t h  S t r e e t  B r i dge  beyond  them .  They  s a t  qu i e t .  The r e  wa sn ’ t  much  
l e f t  t o  s a y .  The  t umor  r ad i a t i on  had  sh r un k  n ine t y  p e r c en t  h ad  to  be  cu t  
o u t .  A n d  wh en  h i s  n a m e  wa s  c a l l ed  h e  a n d  A n n e  fo l l o wed  th e  n u r s e  
down  the  b r i gh t ,  f l uo r e s c en t - l i t  h a l lway  t o  t h e  r oom whe r e  he  s t r i pped  
down  and  hung  a  gown  a r ound  h imse l f .  Then  he  r e s t ed  b ack  on  the  bed  
a s  t h e  n u r s e  t o o k  h i s  b l o o d  p r e s su r e ,  sp i k i n g  t o  o n e - fo r t y - f i v e  o ve r  
n i n e t y - th r e e .  “W e  ge t  a  l o t  o f  t h a t  i n  h e r e , ”  sh e  t o l d  h im .   

“ I ’ l l  b e t  yo u  do , ”  h e  s a i d .  
“Y o u ’ r e  a l l  r e a dy ,  I ’ l l  b e  b a ck  i n  a  mo men t , ”  sh e  s a i d ,  a n d  l e f t  t h e  

r o o m.  
W h en  sh e  wa s  go n e ,  A n n e  s a i d ,  “ J u s t  t h i n k ,  yo u ’ l l  wa ke  up  

w i th o u t  t h a t  l i t t l e  b a s t a r d  i n  yo u .  Y o u  wo n ’ t  e v en  kn o w  wh a t  h a p p en ed .  
Y o u  c a n  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  we l l .  Th a t ’ s  go o d ,  r i gh t ? ”   

“ I t ’ s  a l l  go o d  to  my  e a r s , ”  h e  s a i d .  
A  wo m a n  i n  a  wh i t e  sm o ck  c a m e  i n  h o l d i n g  a  c l i p b o a r d  w i th  b o th  

h a n d s .  “ I ’m  D r .  L i ,  o n e  o f  t h e  r e s i d en t  i n t e r n s , ”  sh e  s a i d .  “ I  h a ve  so m e  
fo r ms  to  go  o ve r  t o  ma ke  su r e  yo u  un de r s t a n d  eve r y th in g . ”  

Pa p e r wo r k .  I t  n eve r  en d ed ,  e ven  m i n u t e s  b e fo r e  t h ey  we r e  go i n g  
t o  p u t  h i m  i n  l a  l a  l a n d .  U n l i k e l y  a s  i t  wa s ,  sh e  s a i d ,  h e  n eed ed  to  kn o w  
th e  r i s k s .  U n l i k e l y  a s  i t  wa s ,  t h i n g s  co u l d  go  wr o n g .  H e  n o d d ed ,  
un de r s t a n d in g .  H e  s i gn ed  a n d  i n i t i a l ed  s eve r a l  p l a c e s .  W h en  th a t  wa s  
done ,  she  s a i d ,  “Dr .  Ga r c i a  w i l l  b e  i n  soon .  He ’ l l  go  ove r  eve r y th ing .  
H e ’ l l  a n swe r  a n y  que s t i o n s  yo u  h a ve . ”   

Dr .  Ga r c i a  wa s  a  co lo r e c t a l  s u r g eon  spec i a l i z i ng  i n  l ap a r o s cop i c  
a n d  r o b o t i c  t e ch n i que s .  I n  a n  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  h i m  h e ’ d  b een  quo t ed  
s a y i n g ,  “Th e  to o l s  h a ve  ch a n ged  b u t  t h e  p r o f i c i en cy  o f  t h e  su r g eo n  i s  
wh a t  s t i l l  m a t t e r s .  Th e r e ’ s  n o th i n g  m a g i c a l  a b o u t  t h e  r o b o t . ”  H e  wa s  
fo l l o wed  b y  t h e  a n e s th e s i o l o g i s t :  “Y o u ’ l l  f e e l  a  p i n ch  a n d  n o th in g  much  
a f t e r  t h a t  un t i l  yo u  wa ke  up  i n  r e co ve r y , ”  sh e  s a i d .  Th e  l e a d  o p e r a t i n g  
r o o m n u r s e  wa s  n ex t :  “O n ce  th e  r o o m’ s  a l l  s e t  I ’ l l  b e  b a ck  t o  t a ke  yo u  
th e r e . ”  Th en  h e  a n d  A n n e  we r e  a l o n e .  S h e  s to o d  n ex t  t o  t h e  b ed ,  h e r  
a r m s  fo l d ed ,  t h a t  l o o k  o f  co n ce r n  h e ’ d  n o t i c ed  h e r  f a l l i n g  i n to  s i n c e  h i s  
d i a gnose s  wa s  a g a i n  ev i d en t ,  t h o ugh  n o w  w i th  a  l i t t l e  mo r e  i n t en s i t y .  

“Y o u ’ l l  co me  o u t  t h e  o th e r  s i d e  j u s t  f i n e . ”  
“O f  co u r s e .  I ’m  i n  t r u s t ed  h a n ds . ”  
“ I ’ v e  b een  imp r e s s ed  w i th  h o w  yo u ’ v e  h a n d l ed  i t .  Neve r  a  

co m p l a i n t .  N o t  o n ce .  I  wo u l d n ’ t  h a ve  b een  so  c a l m  a b o u t  i t . ”  
H e  sm i l ed  up  a t  h e r .  “C a l m ?  M e?  Th a t ’ s  b e c a u s e  yo u  d o n ’ t  kn o w  

wh a t ’ s  b e en  go i n g  o n  i n  m y  h ea d . ”  
“Th a t  ma yb e .  Bu t  yo u  we r e  a ma z in g .  I ’m  n o t  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t o  s a y  

i t . ”  
“ I ’m  r e a dy  t o  go . ”  
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“ I  kn o w .  Th ey ’ l l  b e  h e r e  b e fo r e  yo u  kn o w  i t . ”  
 
 

Th e r e  wa s  a  l o t  o f  a c t i v i t y  a r o un d  h i m  a s  h e  wa s  p o s i t i o n ed  o n  
th e  t a b l e .  F l a t  o n  h i s  b a ck ,  h i s  g l a s s e s  w i th  A n n e ,  t h e  b i g ,  r o un d  l i gh t s  
h a n g i n g  o ve r  h i m  we r e  i n t en s e ,  e v e r y th i n g  b l u r r y :  t h e  n u r s e s ,  t h e  
i n t e r n s ,  t h e  mach ine s .  He  c l o s ed  h i s  e y e s  and  w i thd r ew  i n to  h i s  own  
s i l en ce ,  a  c a l m ,  m ed i t a t i v e  f ew  s e co n d s  h e  wa s  t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  a  
t h o ugh t  t o  fo cu s  o n  i n ,  o n e  t h a t  wo u l d  t a ke  h i m  i n to  t h e  d eep  s l e ep .  
H e ’d  t h o ugh t  a b o u t  t h a t  m o m en t .  W h a t  wo u l d  h e  t h i n k  a b o u t ?  W h a t  o f  
eve r y th i n g  t h a t  h a d  h a p p en ed  to  h i m  i n  f i f t y - e i gh t  y e a r s  wo u l d  h e  f i x  
o n ?  A n d  th e r e  h e  wa s ,  w i th  h e r ,  i n  C o m m o n  G r o un d ,  t h e  two  o f  t h em  
a l o n e  t h a t  f i r s t  t i m e .  Two  yo un g i sh  p eo p l e  s i t t i n g  o n  b a r s to o l s  ch a t t i n g  
a n d  h a v i n g  a  d r i n k .  H e  sm i l ed ,  l o o ked  i n to  h e r  e y e s  a n d  s a i d ,  “S o  A n n e ,  
h o w  a b o u t  we  go  so m ewh e r e  e l s e  t o  g e t  so me th ing  to  e a t ? ”   

“W h a t  do  yo u  f e e l  l i k e  h a v in g ?”  
“An y th in g .  An y th in g  yo u  wa n t  i s  f i n e  w i th  me . ”  
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